IN THE CRIMINAL DISTRICT COURT #3 IN AND FOR TARRANT COUNTY,
TEXAS
People of the State of Texas,
vs.
Henry W. Skinner,

)
)
)
)
)
)

No. 0005216

DECLARATION OF DEBORAH ELLIS
I, Deborah Ellis, declare under oath that:
1.

My name is Deborah Ellis. I currently live in Wellington, Texas.

2.

I lived next door to Robert Donnell in Pampa, Texas from approximately 1992 to

1996. He was married to Willie Mae Gardner, who was like a grandmother to me.
During those years, I regularly visited their home.
3.

Prior to the murders of Twila Busby, Randolph Busby and Elwin Caler, Donnell

frequently wore his tannish-grey jacket, both at home and around town. After the
murders, I never saw Donnell wear that jacket again. Additionally, Willie Mae Gardner
and I were unable to find his jacket when we searched for it several times in the years
following the murders.
4.

I have viewed a color photograph of the jacket found at the scene of the murders

and I am 100% certain that it was the same jacket that was worn by Robert Donnell.
5.

Willie Mae Gardner confided in me that when she questioned Donnell about the

murders, Donnell threatened her and stated that if she "didn't straighten up and shut up
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about the murders, he would do to her what he'd done to Twila and her sons.".
6.

I did not tell anyone about Donnell's jacket or the threats made to Willie Mae

Gardner because I did not know who would take those things seriously and I was
concerned for Willie Mae’s safety.

I swear that the above statements are true and correct to the best of my knowledge and
are not intended to mislead in any way. I am a competent witness and have personal
knowledge of these facts. No promises, threats or consideration have been made to force
me to make these statements. I am making these statements of my own free will.
Signed:

__________________________
Deborah Ellis

Dated: ___________________

Witnessed by: __________________________
Alexandra Johnson

Dated: ____________________

__________________________
Rachel Cicurel

Dated: ____________________

Notary: The above signed has appeared before me, sworn or attested to this declaration,
has properly identified herself, and put her signature on the Declaration of Fact. My
commission expires:

